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THE CLASS OF 2022
Nine New Priests Are Ready to Serve
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Dear Friends,

I ’m often asked, “Why did you decide to be a priest?” 
The invitation to the priesthood is more of God’s 
decision than one’s own — “It was not you who 

chose me, but I who chose you.” (Jn 15:16).

Nevertheless, when asked, my response is always the 
same, “I fell in love. I fell in love with Jesus Christ, 
His Church, and His Blessed Mother.” When one falls 
in love, they desire nothing more than to give their 
whole life to their beloved. After falling in love with 
Christ and His Church, I knew I was being invited to 
consecrate my entire life to the Lord Jesus and His 
sacred mission. 

I am humbled by Archbishop Listecki’s invitation to 
now serve as rector to our seminarians — men who 
are daily falling more in love with Christ and His 
Church; good men, competent men; men who desire to 
consecrate themselves entirely to Him. 

Saint Francis de Sales Seminary is also blessed with 
a gifted formation faculty and staff who truly know 
God — men and women of prayer, priests who have 
consecrated themselves to the mission out of love and 
provide a solid priestly example to those pursuing the 
same vocation. I am grateful for their dedication and 
sacrifice. 

I am also grateful for our faithful benefactors. Thank 
you for responding generously to the Lord’s invitation, 
particularly through your support of the Seminary. 
Thank you for helping our men fall in love with God, 
and for encouraging them to consecrate their lives to 
Him. We pray for you daily and are eager to celebrate 
with you at the Annual Seminary Dinner on October 
7th.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Luke N. Strand, Rector
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A Word from Our Rector
Consecrated to God

After falling in love with Christ  
and His Church, I knew I was being 

invited to consecrate my entire  
life to the Lord Jesus  

and His sacred mission.
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The Archdiocese of Milwaukee is celebrating the gift of six 
new priests after a joyful May 21 ordination. The men come 
from diverse backgrounds but are united in their love for 
Christ.

• Fr. Matthew Ferch from St. Agnes Parish, Butler will serve 
at St. Francis Borgia, Cedarburg.

• Fr. Kevin Harmon from Holy Family, Fond du Lac will 
serve at St. Frances Cabrini and Immaculate Conception, 
West Bend.

• Fr. Matthew Kirk from St. Charles, Hartland will serve at 
Holy Assumption, St. Rita, and St. Augustine, West Allis.

• Fr. Tonny Kizza from Sacred Heart of Jesus, St. Francis 
will serve at St. Monica, Whitefish Bay and St. Eugene, Fox 
Point

• Fr. Ariel Orozco from St. Adalbert, Milwaukee will serve at 
St. Charles, Hartland.

• Fr. Pedro Ruiz from the Basilica of St. Josaphat, Milwaukee 
will serve at Holy Family, Fond du Lac.

Links to more photographs and the video of the ordination 
are at www.sfs.edu/ordination.

The La Crosse and Madison priestly ordinations will be 
featured in our next newsletter.

Fr. John Hemsing testifies that the men have been found worthy of ordination.

Archbishop Jerome Listecki prays the Prayer of Ordination.

Milwaukee’s new priests offer their first priestly blessing to Archbishop Listecki.

Milwaukee’s Magnificent Day
Six men are ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ

Fr. Matthew Kirk, Fr. Kevin Harmon, Fr. Ariel Orozco, 
Fr. Luke Strand, Archbishop Jerome Listecki,  
Fr. John Hemsing, Fr. Matthew Ferch, Fr. Tonny Kizza,  
and Fr. Pedro Ruiz delight in the joy of ordination.
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Meet Your New Priests
This is what their brother seminarians have to say about them.

Fr. Matthew Bowe (La Crosse)
• Fr. Bowe is always smiling! He’s got a jovial attitude and lived up to being the Deacon O’ Fun at the Seminary.
• Fr. Bowe, by his nature, would make a great mother hen or priest; since one of these is impossible, I know  

he will be a great priest looking over his brood. 
• He has a real humility in serving. He gives his best for others, even if he expects it won’t be appreciated.
• One of the rare zebra priests! He is an excellent basketball referee and an even better priest.
• Fr. Bowe has a gentle demeanor and looks for ways to help others climb the mountain to be transformed  

by Christ.
• Big guy, bigger heart.

Fr. Matthew Ferch (Milwaukee)
• When looking for straight facts on a matter, Fr. Ferch is your man. He is refreshingly ready to tell you what  

he thinks.
• Fr. Ferch has a wicked sense of humor!
• He has a keen eye for detail and doing the right thing. 
• Fr. Ferch is a great contributor to any trivia team, especially if 1990s and 2000s sitcoms are a category.
• Fr. Ferch has a priestly heart. He is very excited to be done with school, but he’s even more excited to be  

a priest. 
• Fr. Ferch was a generous and even-keeled leader in the house. His laughter could elevate any social situation.

Fr. Kevin Harmon (Milwaukee)
• Fr. Harmon can make anything sound dramatic.
• He is a great father and leader. The people he serves will love him. 
• Whenever you want a good laugh, ask Fr. Harmon to tell you a story. You won't be disappointed!
• He has a great love for St. Thomas Aquinas. He cares about the truth, and how by knowing the truth, we are 

set free to love God. 
• Fr. Harmon tries to come across as cool and smooth — but don't let him fool you! You should hear the 

excitement in his voice when Airheads White Mystery Flavor is mentioned!
• Never did I imagine I would meet a guy in seminary who had equal devotion to the teachings of St. Thomas 

Aquinas and obscure NBA players from the 80s and 90s.

Fr. Matthew Kirk (Milwaukee)
• Fr. Kirk has been a leader in the Seminary by his example. He will be a great priest.
• Fr. Kirk took me on my first tour of the Seminary and helped to instill in me a love for the Seminary as a  

true home.
• Fr. Kirk is very fatherly. If you’re in need, he’ll be there.
• A true child of God! He strikes that perfect balance of seriousness for Christ, while keeping a joyful 

disposition.
• From homemade pizza to volleyball, and from Marvel movies to chant, the variety in Fr. Kirk’s interests 

 is impressive. 
• Whether renovating the gym, cooking for the community, or offering a needed word of encouragement or 

correction, he is willing to do the work. 
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Meet Your New Priests
This is what their brother seminarians have to say about them.

Fr. Tonny Kizza (Milwaukee)
• Fr. Kizza is extremely caring and thoughtful. He exudes the love and joy of God. 
• He is consistently full of real, genuine joy! He smiles more than anyone in the Seminary.
• Fr. Kizza has many famous lines, including: “See you when you see me!” and “I’m not complaining much.” 
• Fr. Kizza was unanimously voted "Most Likely to be Named a Cardinal.”
• He takes a great interest in people, and he has a tremendous background of helping those in need in  

his native Uganda. 
• Fr. Kizza is a quiet man who knows when to tell a story or a funny joke to lighten the mood.

Fr. Ariel Orozco (Milwaukee)
• If you need a better workout routine, look to Fr. Orozco for a few pointers. You will feel the burn!
• He is down to earth, calm, and easy to talk to. He has an eye for the right thing, and a father's heart.
• Fr. Orozco is well respected at the Seminary for his dedication to his vocation, virtue, and fitness.
• Favorite catch phrase: “YEAH BABY!”
• I admire Fr. Orozco so much for his powerful insights and perspectives. His advice is always helpful and 

full of compassion.
• Fr. Orozco is an excellent barista, but only drink one of his espressos if you plan on being up for a while!

Fr. Matthew Pearson (Madison)
• Fr. Pearson is incredibly knowledgeable. Buckle up for his homilies! He will take you on a theological  

roller coaster.
• I have never met a man with more wit. He has a gift for capturing people's attention.
• Listening to Fr. Pearson comment on current events is a cross between a political talk show and SNL. 
• I've learned more from him about basketball and Italian food than I ever thought I could know.
• Fr. Pearson is ready to enter into pastoral moments without hesitation, living by the motto, "Let it rip!"
• He trusts his instincts and leads with confidence. This is the man you want running your flag football team.

Fr. Pedro Ruiz (Milwaukee)
• Fr. Ruiz is the smartest man in the Seminary, and his down-to-earth style makes him a wonderful teacher.
• He is a compassionate listener. He is a humble, joyful, prayerful servant of the Lord.
• Fr. Ruiz was an excellent head sacristan — perhaps because his room has more religious art than most 

chapels! 
• He is such a light. He is a man of service who loves the Church with his whole heart.
• It has been said that Fr. Ruiz is the most interesting man alive.
• He is a generous and hardworking man. He never complains about chores or work around the house. 

Fr. Steven Weller (La Crosse)
• Fr. Weller is a man of virtue who knows how to have fun. 
• He is one of the most stand-up guys I know. He is approachable, relatable and always present. Rarely  

does he not have something wise (or funny) to add to the conversation. 
• Fr. Weller once preached memorably about the “All boxes must be broken” sign on the dumpster. He  

connected the recycling process to our need for being broken and blessed by Christ as we are formed  
to be priests.

• He has a quick wit, and his hilarious films are Seminary classics.
• Fr. Weller is compassionate. He offers a listening ear and kind words in personal encounters.
• He has an admirable willingness and docility to be formed by God and the Church into a priest of Jesus Christ. 
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The Class of 2023 will be, God willing, the largest 
group of priests ordained from Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary in more than 40 years! This group 

of 13 hails from five dioceses in Wisconsin and Indiana. 
The seminarians from Milwaukee, La Crosse and Madison 
celebrated their ordinations to the transitional diaconate in 

early spring. The dioceses of Superior and Gary followed later 
and will be featured in our next newsletter. Please pray that 
God, who has begun the good work in these men, will bring it 
to completion.

Links to more photographs and videos are at www.sfs.edu/
diaconateordination.

A Lot of Class
We will have 13 transitional deacons in the house next year

Milwaukee Deacons Michael Courchaine, Joseph Heit, Kevin 
Tanel, Kenneth Anyanwu, and Ryan Ackmann celebrate 
with Bishop James T. Schuerman after their April 23 
ordination at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.

Bishop William P. Callahan of La Crosse rejoices with Deacons Alex Kren and 
John Zweber after their May 7 ordination at the Cathedral of St. Joseph the 
Workman. Photo courtesy of the Diocese of La Crosse.

Madison Deacons Simon Tipps and Mark Foley beam after their May 13 
ordination by Bishop Donald J. Hying at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 
Photo Courtesy of Madison Catholic Herald/Kevin Wondrash.
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Saint Francis de Sales Seminary began a new chapter in 
its storied history when Fr. Luke Strand became the 20th 
rector on June 21. In response to our significant growth, 

three additional priests will join the faculty at the Salesianum.

Fr. John Baumgardner has taken on Fr. Strand’s previous 
roles as vice rector and director of human formation. In 
addition, Fr. Baumgardner will serve as vocations promoter for 
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

Fr. Baumgardner is the fifth of seven children whose home 
parish is St. John the Evangelist in Greenfield. He earned 
a degree in financial management at the University of St. 
Thomas in St. Paul, Minn. before entering Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary. He then studied at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome. He was ordained in 2017, and then 
returned to Rome to complete his studies. He has served at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Old St. Mary, Three 
Holy Women, Saints Peter and Paul, and Our Lady of Divine 
Providence in Milwaukee. He has also served as chaplain for 
several organizations and been a member of the Priest Team 
for Covid Anointings during the pandemic.

Fr. Baumgardner shared, “It is a privilege to gently accompany 
the working of the Holy Spirit in a man’s life as he responds 
to God’s call to the priesthood. I hope to now pay forward the 
many prayers, words of encouragement, and advice that I 
received from countless priests when I was a seminarian. I am 
particularly excited to serve at Saint Francis de Sales because 
of its nature as a provincial seminary, with men from across 
Wisconsin and beyond being formed here. God willing, our 
work will contribute to life-long friendships spanning dioceses 
and will build up presbyterates for years to come.”

Fr. John Paul Mitchell will join 
the Salesianum as an additional 
formation advisor later this summer. 
He will also teach sacred Scripture 
at Sacred Heart Seminary and 
School of Theology. Fr. Mitchell was 
ordained to the priesthood in 2013. 
After serving at Holy Family Parish 
in Fond du Lac, he has spent the last 
three years completing his doctorate 
in biblical theology at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome. During these years of study, Fr. 
Mitchell enjoyed living at the Seminary over the summers. He 
is excited to rejoin the community and share his love of the 
priesthood with the seminarians.

Fr. James Kubicki, S.J. is coming 
on board to serve as a spiritual 
director. He will help our director of 
spiritual formation, Fr. Rob Kroll, S.J., 
in offering spiritual direction to our 
men. Fr. Kubicki entered the Society 
of Jesus in 1971 and was ordained 
in 1983. He has served in many, 
varied positions for the Jesuits, 
including as the national director 
for the Apostleship of Prayer. Since 
2017, he has directed the St. Francis Mission on the Rosebud 
Reservation in western South Dakota. Fr. Kubicki is an author 
and highly sought-after speaker.

Saint Francis de Sales Seminary is thrilled to be welcoming 
these holy priests into our mission!

Joining the Mission
Three new formators will accompany  
our men on the journey to priesthood

Fr. John Paul Mitchell

Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.

Fr. Luke Strand participates in the Laying on of Hands  
at Fr. John Baumgardner’s 2017 ordination.
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Hoops and Hospitality
Our tournament has quickly become a favorite for seminarians from Denver to Boston

The Shoremen revel after hosting a grand weekend for brother 
seminarians. Photo courtesy of David Bernacchi.

The second annual de Sales Invitational hosted 12 
teams from around the nation on February 18 - 20. 
Hundreds of seminarians came to the Salesianum 

for three days of brotherhood and basketball. All our men 
pitched in to make sure the weekend went smoothly for our 
guests, and the hard work paid off. A visiting formator wrote 
to us, “Since returning home, I have told everyone what a 
great seminary community you all are. The liturgies were 

beautiful, the hospitality amazing, and the atmosphere was 
richly human.”

It was a tremendous gift for these future priests to have time 
together. In addition to lots of basketball, the seminarians 
gathered to pray three times a day, enjoyed hearty meals, 
and had an epic social on Saturday night. The VanHimbergen 
Family graciously underwrote the entire, memorable 
weekend.

Miller Gym is packed as hundreds watch our team defeat top-seeded Moreau Seminary from Notre 
Dame, Ind. in the semifinals.

Kevin Durand (Milwaukee) and Oliver Niles 
(Milwaukee) play tenacious defense.
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John Lesniewski (Milwaukee) does not let an obvious foul deter him. Photo 
courtesy of David Bernacchi.

Oliver Niles (Milwaukee), Tim Heyrman (Milwaukee) and Nick Vande Hey 
(Green Bay) thwart Mundelein’s offense.

Saint Francis de Sales has so many talented players, we fielded two teams in 
the tournament.

Deacon Matthew Pearson (Madison) is congratulated after sinking several three-
pointers in a row.

Carl Oman (Superior) gets the team and crowd going before the championship 
game. Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary from Nebraska won for the second year 
in a row.

The chapel is filled for Mass before tipoff.

Tim Sanchez (Milwaukee) provides hilarious commentary while seminarians 
cheer our team on.
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Fr. Luke Strand prepares to give the seminarians a tour of the ongoing renovation of Meyer 
Hall.

Archbishop Emeritus Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 
gives a powerful lecture on “Things Worth Dying For” to 
a capacity crowd.

Nine men are instituted into the Ministry of Lector on March 16. Front row: John Duranso (La Crosse), Ryan Ruhle (Madison), Joseph Glatczak (La Crosse), 
Bradley Grobbel (Madison), William Murray (Milwaukee). Back row: David Jaramillo (Madison), Aaron Siehr (Milwaukee); Fr. John Hemsing, Bishop James T. 
Schuerman, Matthew Szymanski (La Crosse), Brady Gagne (Milwaukee).

Scenes from the Salesianum
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Seminarians displaced by Meyer Hall’s renovation take over the study rooms 
and second-floor hallway in Henni Hall.

The Seminary hosted 24 Midwestern vocation directors for their annual meeting 
in April.

Recently 
ordained 
priests stand 
during morning 
prayer on Holy 
Thursday 
to renew 
their priestly 
promises.

Fr. John Hemsing visits with members of the Seminary community during a farewell celebration for him. 

Sr. Mariae Agnus Dei, S.V. leads our men 
into Lent with beautiful reflections during a 
day of spiritual renewal.



FORTITUDE
The Annual Seminary Dinner will be held 
Friday, October 7 at the Wisconsin Center

With adversity afflicting our world in so 
many ways, the virtue of FORTITUDE 
must be cultivated. Our seminarians are 

the courageous men we need right now. They are 
determined to take a stand for Christ and fight for 
truth.

Please come to the Annual Seminary Dinner to 
meet and support these exceptional men. It will fill 
you with joy to see more than 70 seminarians who 
are ready to give their lives to the Lord; men who 
want to serve you and your family as His priests. It 
is also amazing to be with a thousand, enthusiastic 
Catholics who share your belief in the importance of 
faith and the priesthood! 

The evening will feature a cocktail hour and dinner, followed by an 
uplifting program. Sponsorship information will be available in early July, 
and invitations will be mailed in August. Information will be posted at 
www.sfs.edu/annualdinner. 

It is going to be difficult to top the excitement of last year’s event, but we 
are already hard at work to make the 2022 Annual Seminary Dinner the 
best one yet!
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Upcoming Events

de Chantal Returns!
Women are invited to the Seminary  
to pray for vocations to the priesthood

After a 
two-year 
hiatus, 

de Chantal will 
return to the 
Seminary this fall. 
All women are 
invited to attend 
the gatherings that 
include Eucharistic 
adoration, spiritual formation and hospitality. The 
Tuesday sessions are offered at 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
so come at the time that works best for you!

October 25 | Led by Fr. John LoCoco,  
Vocation Director

February 28 | Led by Fr. John Baumgardner,  
Vice Rector

May 9 | Led by Fr. Justin Kizewski,  
Director of Intellectual Formation

For more information, or to be added to the de 
Chantal mailing list, email lbrielmaier@sfs.edu  
or call (414) 747-6463.


